
Homelessness:	  	  Roofless	  Residents	  Occupying	  
	  JD	  Hamel	  Park	  Across	  The	  Street	  
	  
A	  large	  group	  of	  homeless	  persons	  numbering	  up	  to	  15	  or	  more	  at	  a	  time	  (often)	  has	  
landed	  at	  the	  park	  several	  times	  this	  summer.	  The	  group	  is	  back	  and	  growing	  now.	  
The	  Police	  Department	  said	  the	  city	  is	  experiencing	  a	  large	  amount	  of	  homelessness	  
issues—old	  and	  new	  faces-‐-‐over	  the	  entire	  city.	  
 
We Need Your Participation and Action To Improve The Situation At JD Hamel Park. 
 
Best One Thing TO DO: Call 941.316.1201 
 
Police Officer and Homeless Liaison David Dubendorf recommends this action.  
The department’s resources will be used according to the number of complaints  
to the non-emergency report line. We have been told if we have issues, we should call,  
call, call and call. 
 
Don’t depend on one neighbor to do make these calls.  
Everyone who has a concern needs to be involved. 
 
Make a complaint whenever you see groups of homeless persons occupying the park for long  
periods, objectionable behavior by any single person or group, or have safety concerns when  
you walk your dog, traverse the park or cross the streets. 
 
FYI, How Call Is Handled:   
 
This phone line is a regional call center, so when you call, first state your name and that you are 
calling from Sarasota.  Then describe the issue briefly and where it is located (“at JD Hamel Park,  
corner of Gulfstream and Main Streets”).   
 
The dispatcher will ask you a series of questions, such as descriptions of people and the issue.   
Do the best you can to describe the situation or simply your concern.   
 
After you make an initial call, you will become accustomed to what to say. Don’t worry; you are  
doing the right thing. (The officer has asked us to do this.)  
 
The dispatcher also may ask if you want to meet the officer on the scene.  If you should want to 
do so, meet the officer.  If you do not want to, it is perfectly fine to say “no” (and most of us do).  
The officer will come and address the complaint with the persons in the park and/or monitor  
the park.   
 
Your name is not given to anyone in the park. The complaint will be tallied with the other calls. 
  
 
 



 
Personal Safety: 
 
>Please use extra caution when walking dogs in the park across the street, traversing the park 
to cross the street, or parking on Gulfstream at the park.   
>Be extra vigilant in the garage when you enter and exit, as well as when you enter and exit  
your car. 
>You may want to cross Rt. 41 at the Ringling intersection or another place for awhile.   
>Use the buddy system when walking in the area.  
 
Other Things You Can Do To Let Officials Know: 
 
Write a brief email to the city officials noted below (but always make the call first) detailing  
your concern and request. (Do know that your contacts/emails become public record.) 
  
Simple, sample email: I am concerned about _____(“my safety”), as the numbers of homeless 
persons are increasing at JD Hamel Park (Main Street and Gulfstream Avenue, Sarasota 
downtown). I would appreciate if the city would step up police patrols again in his area to  
monitor the situation and prevent problems from occurring.  
 
>Police Officer David Dubendorf 
Homeless Liaison 
Office:  941.363.5805 
Cell: 941.586.3713 
Email: david.dubendorf@sarasotagov.com 
  
>City Manager Tom Barwin 
1565 1st Street Room 109 
Sarasota, Florida 34236 
Telephone: (941) 954-4102 
Email: Thomas.Barwin@sarasotagov.com 
  
>”Your” Commissioner: 
Liz Alpert 
District Two 
1565 1st Street, Room 101 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
Phone: (941) 954-4115 
Email: Liz.Alpert@sarasotagov.com 
  
>Mayor Willie Charles Shaw  
District One 
1565 1st Street, Room 101 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
Phone: (941) 954-4115 
Email: Willie.Shaw@sarasotagov.com 



 
  
FYI:  For those selling or renting property at GT currently, please know this story does not show 
 on the home page to anyone who does not have a username and password. 
 

 


